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Press Release – July 2, 2018 
 

 
This morning: “Time to Ring”, performance, United Nations, Geneva, July 2, 2018, © Andrea Bianconi 

 
 
“It is not five to twelve anymore, it is twelve o’clock now.” 
 
 
 

Today’s Wakeup Call for the World at UN 
 
Because one feels paralyzed about the worldwide challenges, the international artist Andrea 
Bianconi founds a global movement to raise awareness for planetary welfare.  
 
1. Introduction 
The international artist Andrea Bianconi founds a worldwide, live-streamed, participatory, and 
multimedia-oriented movement “Time to Ring” to unite individual power and raise global awareness 
about the urgency to act for planetary welfare. He is focusing on today’s possibilities, especially the 
internet and social media.  
 
He started with an upbeat performance at the World Economic Forum 2018 in Davos, the most 
important annual meeting of the leaders of the world and presented today this universal matter of 
concern at the headquarter of the most significant international organization, the United Nations, in 
Geneva. For symbolic reasons, he chose for this act the numeric middle of the year, July 2, 2018. 
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The project is peaceful, based on voluntary, and in cooperation with powerful partners like the 
legendary Club of Rome, the outcome-orientated myblueplanet and the innovative World Biennale 
Organization.  
 
Actually, Andrea Bianconi is preparing a road trip through Europe to emblematic places like polluted 
landscapes, refugee camps, and abandoned factories as well as symbolic places in cities or pure 
nature. During this journey, he will hold performances, document his activities and regularly post 
news on the social platforms.  
 
2. Motivation 
Because our world is changing and threatened and every single one of us is helpless and weak, 
Andrea Bianconi developed the unique and dramatic project with a participatory artwork between 
performance and environment called “Time to Ring”.  
 
The intention of this wakeup call and international movement is to raise global awareness about 
economic, ecological, and social challenges such as ecocide, climate change, and refugee crisis. The 
founder and artist also wants to show the urgency to act for planetary welfare: “It is not five to 

twelve anymore, it is twelve o’clock now.”  
 
The project is created to trigger emotions and ideas of respect and responsibility. It connects the 
virtual and the real world and makes it one. With that act, Andrea Bianconi wants to show how to 
overcome the individual weakness and blackout feeling, because together we are strong. 
 
3. Participation 
The project consists of public performances and the invitation to participate, five core performances 
on five continents, and educational activities such as public lectures and workshops, e.g. for pupils.  
 
As part of a concerned global community, everyone can participate, show their consternation, and 
post, share, or like it in the social media networks. In viral wave, similar to the Ice Bucket Challenge, 
people replicate the performance wherever they are by ringing an alarm clock or mobile phone, 
taking a selfie or video and uploading it to the internet. Special platforms with the name 
“timetoring” on the most important social media channels are ready to showcase these 
performances by the public.  
 
Five core performances in five key sites on five continents art the heart of the project. In the free, 
pure, and pseudo-harmonic but endangered nature, under complete absence of civilization and 
audience, surrounded by one thousand permanently ringing alarm clocks, Andrea Bianconi will stand 
upright until he collapses from pain and exhaustion. The emblematic locations of these 
performances are in Greenland on a rock, the site of a disappeared glacier; in the melting tundra or 
taiga of Siberia; in Latin America, e.g. Brazil in the endangered rainforest or jungle; in North-African 
sites of erosion, where desert stands instead of trees, and in the Indian-Pacific Ocean, e.g. the 
Maldives, on a sinking island. The core performances will be live-streamed on internet platforms and 
afterwards presented as a five-channel video installation. 
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In addition, Andrea Bianconi will present the performance within the white cubes of museums and in 
public spaces – indoor or outdoor – around the globe. Whenever possible, he will hold lectures, 
workshops, and conferences for children, teens, and adults to bring home the urgency of needed 
action. Volunteers and supporting ambassadors can bring the movement to schools or other 
institutions and teach the children. The children can do the performance with the alarm clocks and 
post a documentary picture or film on the online platforms. 
 
4. Andrea Bianconi 
The artist Andrea Bianconi, born in Arzignano in 1974, lives and works in New York and Vicenza. His 
body of work is composed of drawings, paintings, sculpture, video performance and public 
performance. He recently exhibited at Manifesta, Ghent, Biennale Moscow, Washington, Rio de 
Janeiro, Valencia, Madrid, New York, United Arab Emirates, Basel, Copenhagen, Milan, Houston, 
Prague, Shanghai, and Venice. His books are published and distributed by Charta and Rizzoli and 
launched at MoMA PS1. The central theme of his work is identity, the human being and his qualities, 
on the one hand the self-definition, with strengths and weaknesses and the search for yourself, on 
the other hand the definition by others, the position and responsibility of the individual within a 
society.  
 
5. Partnerships 

   WORLD BIENNALE 

 
The Club of Rome, founded in 1968, is a non-governmental organization of individuals who share a 
common concern for the future of humanity and strive to make a difference. The Club of Rome’s 
mission is to promote understanding of the global challenges facing humanity and to propose 
solutions through scientific analysis, communication and advocacy. www.clubofrome.org  
 
Myblueplanet, an NGO founded in 2006, is looking for creative and practical ways to protect our 
climate. To ensure that future generations will still live on a blue planet, myblueplanet is inspiring 
people to behave climate-friendly, use renewable and environmentally friendly energies, and 
economize energies and resources in general. www.myblueplanet.ch  
 
The World Biennale was founded in 2017 and is an international non-profit organization, network, 
and multidisciplinary, open, and dynamic system that provides contemporary art experiences based 
on excellence and innovation, relevance and universal significance as well as sustainability and social 
responsibility. Three of the most significant people of the art world are Members of the Board. 
 
 
Credits / Contacts / Press Inquiries / Images / Video 
Performed by Andrea Bianconi,  
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+39 329 4358 666 / info@andreabianconi.com / www.andreabianconi.com 
 
Curated by Oliver Orest Tschirky, Founding Director World Biennale 
+41 79 446 56 42 / info@ikon.today  
 
Further Images 

   
1./2./3. Andreas Bianconi, “Time to Ring”, performance, United Nations, Geneva, 2018 
 

  
4./5. Andrea Bianconi, “Time to Ring”, performance, World Economic Forum, Davos, 2018 
 

  
6./7. Andrea Bianconi, “Time to Ring”, collage, 2017  
 

   
8. Sketch of the planned video installation 9. White cube presentation 10. Official logo “Time to Ring” 


